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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For More Information Contact:  Lisa Hawash 503.222.5694 x14, fax 503.222.3028; lisa@sistersoftheroad.org; www.sistersoftheroad.org; 133 NW 6th Ave. Portland OR 97209
Portland Chief of Police Rosie Sizer at New Homeless Center Grand Opening Block Party Next Thursday
Portland (August 27, 2007) -- Sisters Of The Road invites the entire community to a block party next Thursday September 6th to celebrate the Grand Opening of their new Personalist Center.  There will be a barbecue, live music, and tours.

The barbeque starts at 4 pm; special guest Portland Chief of Police Rosie Sizer speaks at 5:30 pm.  Musicians Marisa Anderson (www.marisaanderson.org) and Lana Rebel (www.juanitafamily.net) will perform after the speakers.  This cross-class event is family friendly and free of charge.
The event will be on NW Davis Street between NW Sixth St. and NW Broadway.  The Personalist Center is located at 137 NW Sixth and opens onto Davis street.
Rosie Sizer has a special, long-term relationship with Sisters Of The Road.  She is a former Sisters Board member and President (1993-1997) and she and her husband, former Multnomah County Sheriff Dan Noelle, were married at Sisters.
Construction of the Personalist Center finished in July 2007.  Tours will be available at the event.  The remodeled space, previously Sisters’ offices, connects to the cafe via a new passage and features an indoor waiting area to bring customers out of the weather; revamped mail, phone and hygiene services; an expanded barter program; and new meeting and office space for Sisters’ Systemic Change Program.  The creation of the Center represents the cafe's first expansion since 1986, when Sisters converted an adjacent store front to add 29 seats. 
The term “Personalist” was coined by Peter Maurin, cofounder of the Catholic Worker Movement, which heavily influences Sisters’ philosophy.  The term refers to a community-minded, other-focused sensibility; Maurin wrote: “A personalist is a go giver, not a go-getter . . . He has a social doctrine of the common good through words and deeds . . . Through words and deeds he brings into existence the common unity, the common unity of a community.”
ABOUT SISTERS OF THE ROAD:  Founded in 1979, Sisters Of The Road uses non-violence to support community driven solutions to the calamities of homelessness and poverty. Sisters' café is open to everyone, serving low cost, hot, nutritious meals. Sisters also provides job training, support to parents and children, and innovative solutions to the issues surrounding poverty and homelessness through self and community advocacy.
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